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Preface 
 
Never does one approach a piece of great literature, be it a masterful 
novel or a historical account, without regard for the narrative.  While the 
events themselves may be central, even life changing for the reader, it is 
the story which guides one's perspective for each recorded action in the 
written account.  A story is essentially a demonstration of conflict 
resolution.  A problem arises and is dealt with by the end of the work.  It 
is the finality of the resolution of such conflict in which a reader finds 
satisfaction and fulfillment in having taken the literary journey. 

Strangely, when it comes to the biblical narrative, many have found 
themselves completely comfortable to remain in ignorance concerning 
the end of the story.  Some understand that the great conflict of the Bible 
has been completely resolved by Jesus' atoning work of redemption on 
the cross.  While it is certainly true that Jesus provided the means of the 
destruction of sin for the individual, the true conflict of sin remains, 
however.  Sin and its destructive qualities remain at large in creation.  It 
wreaks havoc on cultures, families and individuals; even among those 
who have found redemption in Christ.  The scripture makes it decisively 
clear that the narrative of scripture did not complete with Christ's death, 
burial and resurrection.  He rose to authority.  He was given the name 
that is above every other name, "that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."1  
This designation, however, is not the end of the story, for every knee has 
not yet bowed to him as King.    While the promise of such a truth has 
been granted, the fruition of the promise remains a future event.  The 
story continues, with even this text being a prophecy of what is yet to 
come. 

                                                      
1 Philippians 2:10-11 
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Such is the nature of eschatology, the theological term for the "study of 
end things."  This work is designed to examine the remainder of the 
biblical narrative concerning the story of Christ's redemptive work and 
establishment of himself as King of the universe with man's full 
acquiescence.   

As this work is concerned with the end of the account, a short 
introduction is necessary to provide the reader some rough details 
concerning the beginning and the middle of the story.  The first and most 
important detail to be observed is that the bible is not the account of man, 
but of God.  It is his story, not mankind's, which the Bible is concerned.  
In a nutshell, God's story is that he created the heavens and the earth to 
reveal his own worthy glory.  That creation was tainted by man's sin, 
inspired by God's earlier creation, Satan.  At that moment, man became 
self-aware and antagonistic toward his God.  And, from that very 
moment God put into place a plan of redemption for man, the earth and 
the entire universe; to eradicate the sin which had entered it. 

Scripture is chock full of prophecy which details the process by which 
God will renew the entire creation and destroy the sin within it.  In 
Genesis God promised that an offspring of woman would destroy the 
work of Satan.2  He later promised Abraham that he would be the father 
of a great nation which would produce this One and be a blessing to the 
entire earth.3  He promised that a great King would arise from David's 
lineage which would rule the earth forever.4  Promise after promise, the 
Lord ensured the conflict would be resolved through a future coming 
King.   

There are two general categories of such promises which God revealed.  
The first was a categorical promise of a coming atonement for sin.  This 
coming King would offer himself as a substitutionary payment for the 
penalty of sin, which God himself demanded was to be death.5   God 

                                                      
2 Genesis 3:15 
3 Genesis 12:2-3 
4 Isaiah 9:6-7 
5 Isaiah 53:4-5 
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promised that this King would rise from the dead and be exalted to God's 
right hand.6  Jesus has fulfilled these promises.  They are historical 
realities.    

It is the second general category of promise concerning the coming 
Messiah which is essential to the end of the story.  He is to come a 
second time to be the King of the earth.7  He is to rule the earth in person 
for a one thousand year term, after which he will usher in the final 
judgments of God upon the sin which remains in existence.  He is to 
permanently re-create the earth and establish Heaven itself upon it.   

The examination of the numerous unfulfilled promises of God are the 
purpose of this work.  While Jesus has indeed come and offered a 
glorious personal restoration to those who will receive him as their King 
today, he will come again and complete that restoration on a profoundly 
comprehensive level.  As such, the end of the story is as of yet unwritten 
in history.  It is the supreme privilege of a future age, perhaps this very 
generation, to witness astonishing events which will unfold in light of 
God's judgment of sin, installation of his King, and restoration of 
creation.   

No story can be properly understood without knowledge of its end.  Nor 
is a narrative complete without the expression of its ending.  The Return 
of The King is the biblical account of that which remains untold 
historically. It is a scriptural exposé concerning the end of the story. 

  

                                                      
6 Isaiah 53:11 
7 Mark 13:26, Revelation 3:3, Isaiah 9:6 


